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may be on the brink of finally freeing
ourselves from the relentless, remorse-
less political pressures of the fossil fuel
industry. They have had their way
around here long enough. We need to
have a long overdue discussion of the
effects of climate change on our na-
tional security, on our health, on our
economy, and, ultimately, on our na-
tional reputation.

Pope Francis has reminded us that
we have ‘“‘a moral responsibility. We
have to take it seriously.”

He said: ‘“You can see the effects of
climate change and scientists have
clearly said what path we have to fol-
low.”

He went on: “‘If someone is doubtful
that this is true, they should ask sci-
entists. They are very clear. They are
not opinions made on the fly. They are
very clear.”

Pope Francis is a scientist himself,
and having heard plenty of confessions,
he is also a man of the world, and he
understands the weakness of human-
kind. He understands political pres-
sures. “When you don’t want to see,
you don’t see,”” he said. But he reminds
us that ‘“‘history will judge the deci-
sions.”

America is an exemplary Nation. As
an exemplary Nation, one that projects
power by example and not just by
force, America will be stronger and
more respected if we pull together and
craft American climate solutions. For
a country that seeks to stand as an ex-
ample in this world—a city on a hill,
we often say—and a country that bene-
fits from the power of that example,
this shaming display of out-of-control
special interest influence will have
consequences. The world is watching.
We have a role to play in this world, we
Americans, and it is time we got about
it before the consequences of climate
change become, to quote Donald Trump
in 2009, ‘‘catastrophic and irrevers-
ible.”

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk for
the McCain substitute amendment No.
1003, as modified.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Senate
amendment No. 1003, as modified, to Cal-
endar No. 175, H.R. 2810, an act to authorize
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appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
for military construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

John McCain, Mitch McConnell, John
Thune, Thom Tillis, Pat Roberts, Mike
Crapo, Richard Burr, Michael B. Enzi,
Orrin G. Hatch, Ted Cruz, John Cornyn,
Dan Sullivan, Roy Blunt, Cory Gard-
ner, Tim Scott, Shelley Moore Capito,
David Perdue.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk for
the underlying bill, H.R. 2810.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 175, H.R. 2810, an act to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

John McCain, Mitch McConnell, John
Thune, Thom Tillis, Pat Roberts, Mike
Crapo, Richard Burr, Michael B. Enzi,
Orrin G. Hatch, Ted Cruz, John Cornyn,
Dan Sullivan, Roy Blunt, Cory Gard-
ner, Tim Scott, Shelley Moore Capito,
David Perdue.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to
the cloture motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for consideration of
Calendar No. 109, the nomination of
Pamela Patenaude to be Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. I further ask
that there be 40 minutes of debate on
the nomination, equally divided in the
usual form; that following the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate vote
on the confirmation with no inter-
vening action or debate; and that, if
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for
consideration of Calendar No. 293.

September 13, 2017

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Douglas W. Domenech, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Interior.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on confirmation with no inter-
vening action or debate and that, if
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action, and the
Senate return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

There being no further debate, the
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Domenech nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am
going to make remarks on two subjects
and I believe I will go a bit longer than
10 minutes. I ask unanimous consent to
speak for up to 20 minutes as in morn-
ing business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
WESTERN WILDFIRES

Mr. WYDEN. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

I am going to talk first about the
devastating fires that are pounding my
State, and then I am going to talk
about the new legislation introduced
earlier today by our colleagues Senator
GRAHAM, Senator CASSIDY, and Senator
HELLER.

With respect to the fires, I spent
much of last weekend essentially going
from one base camp to another, vis-
iting six counties to get updates at fire
camps and emergency operation cen-
ters. In these travels, I saw major fires
burning in Oregon from our northern
border with Washington State to our
southern border with California. Two
of these fires were so large that they
covered more than one county. So I be-
lieved it was important to visit both
their eastern and their western fronts.
Doing so in each case took almost 2
hours of driving from just one side of
the fire to the other.

Of the 1.5 million acres burning in
the West last weekend, almost 500,000
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